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Hydric Soils 
Soils that are saturated, flooded or ponded long enough during 
the growing season to develop an anaerobic condition that 
supports growth & regeneration of hydrophytic vegetation.

Vegetation
Plants that grow in water, or a substrate that is at least 
periodically deficient in oxygen during the growing season

Hydrology
Inundation or saturation by surface or groundwater at a 
frequency and duration sufficient to support hydrophytic
vegetation.

All three (soils, Vegetation and Hydrology) must be 
present to meet wetland criteria



Are you clearing new ground to farm?

Do you plan to level, tile, add tile, repair tile, drain, ditch, or clear woody 
vegetation on any part of your land?

Are you planning to change or do any physical management or 
improvement to any wet or poorly drained land stream channel or 
drainage way?

Does any part of a field seem to hold water longer than other areas?

Do any of your fields have a ‘low spot’ that always seems to have a 
puddle?

Is one area always the last you can work with equipment in the spring?

Yes   No

If you answered “Yes” to any of these questions, visit your local NRCS or FSA office to find 
out if your land is subject to the wetland conservation compliance provisions of the 1985 
Farm Bill



Step 1:  Request an AD-1026 Certification
Requests are made with the Farm Service Agency

Step 2:  NRCS then will complete a wetland 
determination for the fields indicated on the AD-1026 
request

Determinations are made by NRCS staff from “outside” the 
County
The determination attaches a label to all acres within the 
requested fields.  These labels have defined Authorized 
Uses and Authorized Maintenance requirements.

Step 3.  The Determination is issued to the landowner.



Providing the NRCS with as much information as 
possible is important



NRCS responsibility is to ensure that the wetland 
compliance provisions of the FSA are maintained.

The certified wetland determination is a document that 
provides participants with authorized uses and 
authorized maintenance on cropland and non-cropland  
that when followed will maintain eligibility for USDA 
benefits    

If the conditions of a certified wetland determination are 
not maintained the participant will be determined 
ineligible for USDA benefits and subject to potential 
penalties


